
Natasha Watley’s Dreams of Olympic Gold & Playing 
Professional Softball 

 
Becoming an Olympic athlete wasn’t something I envisioned 
until I graduated from UCLA, but like many other softball 
players it was always a dream of mine. I was determined to 
make the National Softball team in 2004 after I failed to make 
it in 2000. Playing professional wasn’t an option for me in 
2004 when the National Pro Fastpitch league started because 
of all the time constraints playing on the Olympic Team.  
 
Playing for the USA Olympic Softball Team was once a 
dream but became a reality for me in 2004 and was an 
amazing experience. Wearing “USA” across my chest was an 
incredible feeling! Participating in the Olympics gave me the 
opportunity to represent myself, friends, family, but also the 
entire United States of America. The process of joining the 
Olympic Softball Team is not only a long and arduous one 
but it isn’t something you take for granted or pass up. Every 
second is worth it!  
 

Playing professionally was something I never imagined when I 
was younger because the outlets did not exist like they do now. I 
was excited to hear about the National Professional Fastpitch 
league because it was something I was extremely interested in 
because it gives women the opportunity to continue playing 
softball after they end their college careers. I always looked up to 
baseball players and women in other sports as role models. What I 
enjoy most about playing for the New York Juggernaut now is the 
ability to serve as a positive role model to all the young girls. Now 
they have something to look forward to, so to all you young girls, 
keep practicing and working hard because one day you too could 
wear the Juggernaut pinstripes!! 
 
   


